
15. River Rd./Fessenden 15. River Rd./Fessenden 
St./45St./45thth St. IntersectionSt. Intersection
1. Excessive speeding on River Rd. with 
the 85th Percentile speed 13MPH over the 
posted speed limit.
2. Dangerous intersection for vehicles 
traveling on either Fessenden St. or 45th

St. due to wide pavement areas, high-
speed traffic on River Rd. and poor 
visibility from Fessenden and 45th Sts.
3. Dangerous intersection for pedestrian 
crossings. 

2. Wisconsin Ave./Jenifer St. 2. Wisconsin Ave./Jenifer St. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Lack of lane striping.
2. No defined separate right-turn lane on 
Jenifer St. heading EB.
3. Inadequate crosswalks and sidewalks for 
north-south crossings at NE and SW corners 
of this intersection.

3. Wisconsin Ave./Western Ave. 3. Wisconsin Ave./Western Ave. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Excessive queuing along Wisconsin SB due to heavy 
volume of left turns heading EB onto Western Ave. 
2. Excessive queuing along Western EB due to left turns going 
NB on Wisconsin Ave. 
3. Wisconsin Ave. NB right lane congested at Western Ave. 
due to nearby Metro Bus stop.
4. Tight radii for vehicle movements turning right from Western 
Ave. to NB Wisconsin Ave.
5. Wisconsin Ave. NB left turn movement onto Western Ave. 
WB is prohibited and lacks the proper signage.
6. High pedestrian movements and visitor confusion regarding 
location of entrances to Metro station.
7. Poor roadway striping conditions.

4. Western Ave./Jenifer St. 4. Western Ave./Jenifer St. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Poor lane striping.
2. Poor lane use signs.
3. Poor signing of lane reduction along 
Jenifer St. south of Western Ave.
4. Heavy bus use due to close proximity 
to the Metro bus garage.

5. Western Ave./Military Rd. 5. Western Ave./Military Rd. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Confusing intersection due to unconventional road 
alignment.
2. Lack of queuing area along Western Ave. between 
Military Rd. and Wisconsin Ave.
3. Close proximity to Embassy Suites drop off area.
4. Tight curb returns.
5. Operation of intersection can be adversely affected 
by queuing of Military Rd./41st St./Reno Rd. 
intersection.
6. Poor alignment and sidewalk conditions for safe 
pedestrian and wheelchair crossings at the 
intersection.

6. Western Ave./41st St. 6. Western Ave./41st St. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Signs prohibition left-turns from 
Western Ave. WB to 41st ST. SB are 
not being obeyed (no left turn between 
7:00AM and 9:30AM) and cause 
significant back ups along Western 
Ave. WB.
2. Tight radii for large vehicle turning 
movements from all approaches.
3. Poorly delineated pedestrian 
crossings.

9. Military Rd./419. Military Rd./41stst

St./Reno Rd.  IntersectionSt./Reno Rd.  Intersection
1. Excessive queuing on Military Rd. 
heading EB, especially during the PM 
peak.
2. Confusing intersection for drivers 
due to proximity of the two signal 
systems.
3. Poor signal timing. 
4. Limited left-turn movements 
allowed.

1. Wisconsin Ave./Fessenden 1. Wisconsin Ave./Fessenden 
St. IntersectionSt. Intersection
1. Poorly delineated pedestrian crossings
2. Faded lane striping.
3. Significant traffic volume on EB and WB 
Fessenden St. making left and right-turn 
movement onto Wisconsin Ave.
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Transportation IssuesTransportation Issues

Friendship Heights Transportation StudyFriendship Heights Transportation Study

Wisconsin Avenue CorridorWisconsin Avenue Corridor
1. Shared parking/travel lane often blocked during PM peak 
hours.
2. The effective PM peak hour often extends beyond 
6:30PM.
3. Double parking in front of Mazza Gallerie and Chevy 
Chase Pavilion.
4. Improper use of Maggiano’s valet pullout.
5. Movement onto SB Wisconsin Ave. from WB Western 
Ave. is not allowed. Alternative route is not clearly defined.
6. High pedestrian jay-walking between Jenifer St. and 
Western Ave.
7. Difficulty exiting from public parking garage in Chevy 
Chase Pavilion onto Wisconsin Ave.
8. Illegal U-turn at mid-block of Wisconsin Ave. between 
Jenifer St. and Western Ave.
9. Arterial traffic flow on Wisconsin Ave. may be 
unnecessarily disrupted due to signal phasing for side 
streets when demand is not present.

43rd Street43rd Street
1. The paved surface is too 
narrow for two-directional 
traffic with parking on both 
sides.
2. Significant cut-through 
vehicle traffic on 43rd St. in 
spite of existing diverter being 
in place. 
3. Some cut-through traffic on 
43rd St. appears to be using 
the local alleys between 43rd

St., 42nd PL., and 42nd St.

Western Avenue CorridorWestern Avenue Corridor
1. Close proximity of many signalized 
intersections along Western Ave. create 
difficulties for smooth traffic flow on this 
arterial.
2. Poor directional signage for routing 
left-turn movements from WB Western 
Ave. onto SB Wisconsin Ave. 
3. Short left-turn bay for EB Western Ave. 
at Wisconsin Ave.
4. Faded lane markings and pedestrian 
crosswalks.

Signing, Parking/Loading Signing, Parking/Loading 
Operations and Pedestrian Operations and Pedestrian 
SafetySafety
1. Some signs were missing or poorly 
maintained; non-standard signs are a violation of 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 
2. Commuters from other residential areas park 
on surface streets illegally.
3. Large number of commercial zone shoppers 
park on surface streets, which many exceed the 
permitted two hours.
4. Many private and commercial vehicles block 
major routes by double-parking while loading or 
unloading.
5. Limited access to Chevy Chase Pavilion 
parking garage and bellhop area of Embassy 
Suites due to road blockage caused by loading 
dock operations at Chevy Chase Pavilion.
6. Parking areas are not clearly defined as to 
what parking is permitted at what times.
7. Improper use of the loading docks at area 
businesses. 
8.Lack of pedestrian signal actuators at most 
signalized intersections.
9. Worn or poorly striped crosswalks.
10. Potentially dangerous pedestrian crossing at 
intersection of River Rd./Fessenden St./45th St.
11. Access along some portions of sidewalks 
throughout the study area was reduced or 
eliminated due to overgrown landscaping.
12. Excessively steep and/or narrow wheelchair 
ramps do not comply with current ADA 
(Americans With Disabilities) standards.
13. Some delivery trucks use the 5300 block of 
43rd St. for loading, blocking the street. 

7. 41st St./Livingston 7. 41st St./Livingston 
St. IntersectionSt. Intersection
1. Faded pedestrian crosswalks.
2. Inadequate pedestrian walk 
time.
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8 8. 41st St./Legation St. 8. 41st St./Legation St. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Faded pedestrian crosswalks.
2. Poor sight distance from 
Legation looking south on 41st St.
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14. Garrison St./4414. Garrison St./44thth St. St. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. No compliance with the stop sign 
has been reported.
2. No compliance with the truck 
restriction has been reported.
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10. Military Rd./42nd 10. Military Rd./42nd 
St. IntersectionSt. Intersection
1. Although the 42nd St. NB 
approach at Military Rd. is 
signed for “Right Turn Only”, 
drivers were observed making 
left turns and some through 
movement.
2. Queuing on EB Military Rd. 
blocking the intersection.
3. Limited sight distance for 
vehicles entering onto Military 
Rd.
4. Intersection is a high accident 
location.

11. Military Rd./4311. Military Rd./43rdrd

St. IntersectionSt. Intersection
1. Faded pavement markings.
2. Queuing on EB Military Rd. 
blocking the intersection.
3. Limited sight distance for 
vehicles entering onto Military 
Rd.
4. High pedestrian volumes.
5. Wheelchair ramps do not 
conform to ADA and DDOT 
standards.

12
12. 4212. 42ndnd St./St./JeniferJenifer St. St. 
IntersectionIntersection
1. Excessive speeding has been 
reported.
2. Limited sight distance due to 
parking vehicles and vegetation.

13. Intersections on 13. Intersections on 
Harrison St. at 41Harrison St. at 41stst and and 
4242ndnd Sts. Sts. 
1. Excessive speeding has been 
reported.
2. Limited sight distance due to 
parking vehicles and vegetation.
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